
The Word In Your 
Heart

Week 4



CONTEXT MATTERS

The danger of taking God’s word out of context 

Progressive disobedience - Matthew 5  

Improper application - Matthew 4 

 Unsuspecting deception - 2 Peter 2



CONTEXT MATTERS

Types of literature in the Bible: 

Narrative: Historical stories and records 

Informative: Geneologies, censuses, legal terms 

Prophetic:  

Poetic: Songs and poems 

Instructive: Letters,  proverbs, and laws



CONTEXT MATTERS

Types of audiences in the Bible: 

Whole people groups (Jewish people primarily in the OT) 

Believers in localized regions (Letters to churches) 

Individuals (Letters to people)



CONTEXT MATTERS

Questions to ask yourself 

Who was this written to? How would they have understood it in their time and 
place? 

Why was the book written? How does the organization of the text reflect the 
intended purpose? 

What was written before and after? How does what was said relate to what is 
being said? 

How do the practices or instructions relate to the context of your current 
circumstances?



ACTIVITY

Galatians context: 

Written by Paul in instructive writing style 

Written to multiple churches in the Galatian region around 50 AD  

Written to address concerns about “Judaizers” heretical teachings  

Read chapter 3 or chapter 6 and answer the questions as best as you can



RECAP


